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These General Rules are basic regulations for FINA competitions in all kinds of
Swimming, Open Water Swimming, Diving, Water Polo, Synchronised
Swimming, and Masters Competitions as well as for uniform regulations for the
development of competition facilities.

In these Rules, competitors shall include swimmers, open water swimmers,
divers, water polo players, synchronised swimmers, or masters swimmers,
either male or female.

FINA recognises that these Rules may be adjusted for competitions within a
given Federation but recommends that all Members adhere to these Rules as
closely as possible.
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GR 1 ELIGIBILITY

GR 1.1 All competitors shall be registered with their National Federation to be
eligible to compete.

GR 2 INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

GR 2.1 A competition organised by a National Federation, Regional Body or Club
in which other FINA recognised Federations, Clubs or Individuals participate,

shall be regarded as an International Competition.

GR 2.2 A Member shall not admit to its membership any club affiliated to

another Member.

GR 2.3 Any competitor who temporarily or permanently changes his residence
to another country may join a club affiliated to the Member in the new country

and shall be regarded as coming within the jurisdiction of the latter.

GR 2.4 No team shall be designated by the title of a country or Sport Country
unless the competitors have been selected by the Member of the country or
Sport Country.

GR 2.5 When a competitor or competition official represents his/her country in a
competition, he/she shall be a citizen, whether by birth or naturalisation, of the

nation he/she represents, provided that a naturalised citizen shall have lived in
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that country for at least one year prior to that competition. Competitors, who
have more than one nationality according to the laws of the respective nations

must chose one “Sport Nationality” and be affiliated to one Member only.

GR 2.6 Any competitor or competition official changing his affiliation from one  GR2.6 iZzh A B R E B B A R E X L1k, LRSI/ ERE
national governing body to another must have resided in the territory of and FKEHUX BRI, ASE I X SRR 1241, JHRs R .

been under the jurisdiction of the latter for at least twelve months prior to his

first representation for the country.
GR 2.6.1 Proof of Residence GR 2.6.1 JE{EHiUERA

1) Residence means the place/country where the competitor or competition 1) FEHUZFSEE) BAE R —aEh K 2B AR . AL JE B 70 11 [ K sl il
official “lives and sleeps” and where he/she can be found in the majority of days

of the year.
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2) The proof of residence must include documentation establishing the 0. A, ST LR SR 3 S

applicant resides in the country. In this regard the official school or university
confirmation or employment contract or any other relevant documentation may

constitute evidence.
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3) Certified registration of an address in the "new" country for at least twelve . . o . e . e .
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(12) months prior to first representation of the competitor or competition

official for the "new" country must be sent to FINA.



GR 2.6.2 Proof of Jurisdiction

1) Certified membership in a club of the new country

2) Confirmation from the FINA Member of that country

3) Official result lists from national championships, national, regional or
international club competitions in which the applicant has participated for
his/her “new” club during the GR 2.6 requested time

4) Applicants cannot represent any of the countries during the “transfer period”

GR 2.7 Any application for change of affiliation must be approved by FINA.

GR 3 TOURS IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES

GR 3.1 A competitor competing at a competition in a foreign country shall be a
member of an affiliated Member or of a club affiliated thereto. This section shall

apply equally to judges, officials, trainers, and coaches.

GR 3.2 All competitions must have received sanction by the Member where the
competition takes place, and all competitors or clubs must have permission

from their respective Member.

GR 3.3 In every case of a dispute, the rules of the Member or recognized

Continental Body under whose jurisdiction the competition is held shall be
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enforced. During the Olympic Games, World Championships, and other FINA

competitions, FINA Rules are applicable.

GR 4 UNAUTHORISED RELATIONS

GR 4.1 No affiliated Member shall have any kind of relationship with a non

affiliated or suspended body.

GR 4.2 The exchange of competitors, administrators, directors, judges, officials,
trainers, coaches, etc., with non affiliated or suspended bodies is not

permissible.

GR 4.3 The holding of demonstrations and/or exhibitions, clinics, training,

competitions, etc., with non affiliated or suspended bodies is not permissible.

GR 4.4 The Bureau may authorise relations with non affiliated or suspended

bodies as in Rules GR 4.1 through GR 4.3 above.

GR 4.5 Any individual or group violating this Rule shall be suspended by the
affiliated Member for @ minimum period of one year, up to a maximum period of
two years. FINA retains the right to review the suspension made by the
affiliated Member and to increase it up to the maximum of two years in

accordance with the circumstances involved. The affiliated Member shall abide
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by any such increase made on review. In the event that such individual or group
has resigned its membership with the affiliated Member or is not a Member, it
shall not be allowed to affiliate with that Member for a minimum period of three
months up to a maximum period of two years. FINA retains the right to review
any such sanction imposed by the affiliated Member and to increase it up to the
maximum of two years in accordance with the circumstances involved. The

affiliated Member shall abide by any such increase made on review.

GR 4.6 Each Member that conducts a competition shall strictly enforce the FINA

Rules governing eligibility

GR 5 SWIMWEAR

GR 5.1 The swimwear (swimsuit, cap and goggles) of all competitors shall be in
good moral taste and suitable for the individual sports disciplines and not to
carry any symbol which may be considered offensive.

GR 5.2 All swimsuits shall be non transparent.

GR 5.3 The referee of a competition has the authority to exclude any competitor

whose swimsuit or body symbols do not comply with this Rule.

GR 5.4 Before any swimwear of new design, construction or material is used in
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competition, the manufacturer of such swimwear must submit the swimwear to ¢
FINA and obtain approval of FINA.
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goggles, and pool deck equipment, i.e. track suits, official’s uniforms, footwear, AN, SRS ERNEE, BERN2E8E AR s,

GR 6.1 Identification in the form of logos on swimwear, i.e. swimsuit, cap and

towels and bags, is permitted in accordance with regulations established in the
By-Laws (BL 7). A two-piece swimsuit shall, in relation to advertising, be
regarded as one. The name and the flag of the country of the competitor or the

country code shall not be regarded as advertisements.

GR 6.2 Body advertisement is not allowed in any way whatsoever. GR6.2 A SCVHAT AT ) S i) 75
GR 6.3 Advertising for tobacco or alcohol is not allowed. GR6.3 A A VF A HFIE L 5 .
GR 7 SUBSTITUTION, DISQUALIFICATION AND WITHDRAWAL GR7 &b, JUHL. FHL

GR 7.1 Any entered competitor may be substituted by another entered . . S . N .
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competitor at the Team Leaders Meeting. It is mandatory for one S0 MR AR L 100 Fifi 32 BE 1 3 3K

representative of each Federation to take part in the Team Leaders Meeting.

Failing to do so will result in a fine of 100 Swiss Francs.



GR 7.2 In all competitions except water polo, a competitor or team not wishing GR7.2 BRKER ZAMAPFTATLL3R T, DA e 3Rl S Bt A 12 3) S siz 2 A T
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to take part in a semi-final or final in which qualification was earned shall

semi-finals of the event in which the qualification took place. The member
federation of any competitor who withdraws from the heats/preliminary rounds
after the Team Leaders Meeting or from a semi-final or final more than thirty
(30) minutes after the preliminaries or semi-finals of the event in which
qualification was earned, shall pay without excuse to the honorary treasurer the
sum of one-hundred (100) Swiss francs; in case of a relay, duet, team or

combination, the sum shall be two-hundred (200) Swiss francs.
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GR 7.4 In Swimming, Diving, and Synchronised Swimming, where a competitor

competitor who finished next and all the lower placing competitors in the



semi-finals or final shall be advanced one place. If the disqualification occurs
after the presentation of awards, the awards shall be returned and given to the

appropriate competitors applying the foregoing provisions.

GR 7.5 If an error by an official follows a fault by a competitor, the fault by the

competitor may be expunged.

GR 8 SMOKING BAN

At all international competitions, no smoking shall be permitted in any area

designated for competitors, either prior to or during competitions.

GR 9 OLYMPIC GAMES, WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS, WORLD SWIMMING
CHAMPIONSHIPS (25m) AND GENERAL RULES FOR FINA COMPETITIONS

GR 9.1 Organisation

GR 9.1.1 FINA alone shall have the right to organise World Championships and
other FINA competitions for Swimming, Diving, Water Polo, Synchronised
Swimming, and Open Water Swimming. The words World and FINA may not be
used in connection with any Swimming, Diving, Water Polo, Synchronised

Swimming, or Open Water Swimming event without the consent of FINA.

GR 9.1.2 The national flags of the countries of the competitors placed 1st, 2nd,
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and 3rd shall be raised and the national anthem (abbreviated, as stated in the
Olympic Charter) of the country of the champion in the individual and team
competitions shall be played. This Rule does not apply to Masters

Championships.

GR 9.1.3 The Bureau is empowered to formulate all rules and regulations for

the conduct of such competitions. All regulations set by the Bureau must be

announced and published one year prior to the opening day of the competition.

GR 9.2 Protests
GR 9.2.1 Protests are possible

(a) if the rules and regulations for the conduct of the competition are not
observed,

(b) if other conditions endanger the competitions and/or competitors, or

(c) against decisions of the referee; however, no protest shall be allowed

against decisions of fact.
GR 9.2.2. Protest must be submitted

(a) to the referee,
(b) in writing on FINA Forms,
(c) by the responsible team leader,

(d) together with a deposit of 100 Swiss Francs or its equivalent, and
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(e) within 30 minutes following the conclusion of the respective event or match.

If conditions causing a potential protest are noted prior to the event a protest

must be lodged before the signal to start is given.

GR 9.2.3 All protests shall be considered by the referee. If he rejects the
protest, he must state the reasons for his decision. The team leader may appeal
the rejection to the Jury of Appeal whose decision shall be final. In Olympic
Games and World Championships the Commission in each discipline shall

consider the protest and give recommendations to the Jury of Appeal.

GR 9.2.4 If the protest is rejected, the deposit will be forfeited to the
management body of the competition. If the protest is upheld, the deposit will

be returned.

GR 9.3 Jury of Appeal

GR 9.3.1 For Olympic Games and World Championships, the Jury of Appeal

shall be composed of the Bureau Members and Honorary Members present with
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the President or in his absence a Vice President, as Chairman. For all other FINA
competitions, the Jury of Appeal shall be the FINA delegate together with any
Bureau Members or members of the appropriate Technical Committee present,
with the delegate as chairman. Each member shall have one vote, except as
provided hereunder, and in case of equality of voting, the Chairman has a

casting vote.

GR 9.3.2 A jury member is allowed to speak, but not to vote, on a case in which
the interest of his own Federation is involved. A jury member having acted as
an official is not allowed to vote on a case if there is a protest against his
decision or on his interpretation of a Rule. In case of urgency, the jury may vote
on a matter even if it has not been possible to call all the members. The

decision of the jury is final.
GR 9.4 Management Committee

GR 9.4.1 The actual management of all Olympic Games and World

Championship contests shall be under the control of FINA.

GR 9.4.2 For the Olympic Games and the World Championships the FINA
Bureau shall be the Management Committee. Management Committees for
FINA World Swimming Championships (25m), FINA World Open Water

Swimming Championships, FINA World Masters Championships, FINA World
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Junior Championships in Swimming, Diving, Water Polo and Synchronised
Swimming and any other FINA Championship or competition shall be appointed

by the FINA Executive.

GR 9.4.3 The Management Committee shall have the power, if they think it
advisable, to add one representative of the country holding the Olympic Games

or World Championships.

GR 9.4.4 The Management Committee shall be responsible for the entire
management of the competition, including the arrangement of the programme

of events and the appointment of officials.

GR 9.4.5 Should any member of the Management Committee be absent from
the Olympic Games or World Championships, the remaining members shall
have the power to appoint substitutes, if necessary. Twelve members shall

constitute a quorum.

GR 9.4.6 When the Management Committee is acting as Jury of Appeal, Rule
GR 9.3 shall apply.

GR 9.5 Commissions

GR 9.5.1 For each discipline in the Olympic Games and World Championships a
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commission shall be appointed consisting of the respective Technical Delegate
(Bureau Liaison) and Chairman and Honorary Secretary of each respective

Technical Committee.
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GR 9.5.2 Subject to the supervision of the FINA Bureau, the Commissions shall
be responsible for:
a) &7 WIFE 1Y) STt

a) the conduct of the competition in the respective discipline.
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b) the control of all technical equipment and installations prior to and during the

event EDIEA

¢) making rosters for officials T "
d) 5 A HUR Z 9 2 o1 2> e &
d) investigating cases of protest as preparation for the Jury of Appeal.
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GR 9.6 Programming

GR9.6.1 [LFE i H
GR 9.6.1 Programme of Events ( *For HEr RIEH A bR 2T ED

(* Indicates event conducted only at World Championships at present.)

GR 9.6.1.1 Jiik-tH 5 4R 38 (25 K)
GR 9.6.1.1 Swimming - World Championships (25m)

EREEMS
Men Women B 503, 100k, 200k, 400k, 1500 *;
50m, 100m, 47 50k, 100, 200K, 400K, 800 *.
Freestyle m m 50m, 100m, 200m
200m
400m, 1500m  400m, 800m Eﬂ
Backstroke 50m, 100m, 50m, 100m, 200m %7 50K, 100K, 200 K

50K, 1002k, 200k



Breaststroke

Butterfly

Ind. Medley

Relays:
Freestyle

Medley

200m

50m, 100m,
200m

50m, 100m,
200m

100m, 200m,
400m

4x100m, 4x200m
4x100m

50m, 100m, 200m

50m, 100m, 200m

100m, 200m,
400m

4x100m, 4x200m
4x100m

Only entry times achieved in 25m pools will be accepted.

Heats, semi-finals, and finals may be swum using 10 lanes.

GR 9.6.1.2 Swimming - World Championships (50m)

Freestyle

Backstroke

Breaststroke

Butterfly

Ind. Medley

Men
50m, 100m, 200m

400m, 800m*,
1500m

50m*,100m,
200m

50m*,100m,
200m

50m*, 100m,
200m

200m, 400m

Women
50m, 100m, 200m

400m, 800m,
1500m*

50%*, 100m, 200m

50%*, 100m, 200m

50%*, 100m, 200m

200m, 400m

IEEJK
%+ 502K, 100K, 200 XK;
%+ 502K, 100K, 200K

WRIK
%+ 502K, 100K, 200 XK;
%+ 502K, 100>, 200K

N NIRE VK

B 100 2k, 200 %, 400 %;

¥ 100 3K, 200 3k, 400 X

H vk z 7

P 4x100 3K, 4x200 K;

41 4x100 K, 4x200 %K
RAKIES

BT 4x100 Xk;

41 4x100 ¥

ANANATALE 25 Kk bk B 3R 44 st

T, A RFEFRIER AL 10 Pkl

GR 9.6.1.2 i k- FaaAr3E(50 K)

B ik
%50 >K, 100K, 200>k 400 >k, 800 K*,

1500 K;

¥ 50 K, 100>k, 200°K, 400K, 800 K, 1500 K*



Relays: fervk

Freestyle 4x100m, 4x200m  4x100m, 4x200m 5 50 >k*, 100>k, 200 K:
Medley 4x100m 4x100m 4F 50 >K*, 100K, 200K
I Yk

%+ 50 >K*, 100K, 200 K;

Only entry times achieved in 50m pools will be accepted 47 50 K*, 100K, 200 K

Heats, semi-finals, and finals may be swum using 10 lanes. LS
% 50 >K* , 100>k, 200 K;

Z+ 50 K* , 100K, 200 K

MWNIER

5T

200 K, 400 K;
21200 >K, 400 K

H vk Hz 71

57 4X100 K, 4x200m;

27 4X100 K, 4x200m

WA VK]

B -F 4X100 >K;

1 4X100 K

SN TATAE 50 KKtk 2 1k 44 st

WigE, P oRFERRIE AT 10 IKiE



GR 9.6.1.6 Open Water Swimming

Men Women

25 kilometre* 25 kilometre*
10 kilometre* 10 kilometre*
5 kilometre* 5 kilometre*

GR 9.6.2 Once fixed, the standard daily programme of events may be altered
only by FINA Management Committee, and then under exceptional
circumstances. Notice of any alteration must be posted on the Official Bulletin
Board, at least twenty four hours before the alteration is to come into

operation.
GR 9.6.3 The competitions at the Olympic Games shall take place during the
dates to be fixed by the International Olympic Committee and FINA jointly.

There shall be morning, afternoon, and evening sessions.

GR 9.6.4 The competitions at the World Championships shall take place during

GR 9.6.1.6 2 FF/K sk ik
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25 N 25 N H*
10 A HL* 10 2~ H*
5 H* 5 H*
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the dates to be fixed by the FINA Bureau.There shall be morning, afternoon,

and evening sessions.

GR 9.6.5 Exhibitions or displays outside the usual Olympic Games or World
Championships programmes are not desirable and may not be held during

these contests, unless authorised by FINA.
GR 9.7 Awards — World Championships

GR 9.7.1 Medals: Gold, Silver, and Bronze medals shall be awarded to the first
three places in individual events and team final competitions.

Diplomas:

Using 8 lanes in Swimming: Diplomas are awarded to all eight finalists in
individual events and to the first six finalists in team competitions.

Using 10 lanes in Swimming: Diplomas are awarded to all 10 finalists in

individual events and to the first eight finalists in team competitions.

GR 9.7.2 In team competitions, except for relays in swimming, all members of

the team shall receive medals.

GR 9.7.2.1 In Swimming, in case of equal times, medals shall be awarded as
follows:

1st place: 2 Gold — no Silver, 1 Bronze

ik,
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2nd place: 1 Gold, 2 Silver — no Bronze F=I: 1 MEE, TR, 2 MU

3rd place: 1 Gold, 1 Silver, 2 Bronze

GR 9.7.2.2 ¥k thagH, ZliBl 3 #IFFIF, BARs% BLR 75 ORI
B 3 MR, O HUE, O MUHRg
1st place: 3 Gold — no Silver, no Bronze S EH. 1 M, 3ARM, O Mok
2nd place: 1 Gold, 3 Silver — no Bronze A=A LA, 1R, 3 AR

GR 9.7.2.2 In case of 3 equal times medals shall be awarded as follows:

3rd place: 1 Gold, 1 Silver, 3 Bronze

Vil € JEIN % 2% B R FE R IB B L AR A
GR 9.7.3 In swimming relays when preliminaries are swum, medals or diplomas GR 9.7.3 Rk e/ AR, AR, PrA 200§ HER s IR 18 8) 5t 1

FIHLFRANESS
shall be awarded to those swimmers who have participated in the heats or the
final.
GR 9.8 Scores GR 9.8 1377

Only in World Championships points are awarded to all finalists, according to  7EtH SR FRFE 44 15 7 K 4% B DL 7 k0L

the following point distribution:

GR 9.8.1 Swimming GR 9.8.1 Jifik
Individual using 8 lanes: fd ] 8 ZVkIE -1 A
Places 1 — 16: 18,16, 15, 14, 13, 12, 11, 10, 8, 7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 points #ix 1-16: 18, 16, 15, 14, 13, 12,11, 10, 8,7,6,5,4,3,2,1 &

Relays using 8 lanes:

Places 1 — 8: 36, 32, 30, 28, 26, 24, 22, 20 points. B 8 ZRIIEIN -0
4% 1-8: 36,32, 30, 28, 26, 24, 22, 20 4+



Individual using 10 lanes:

Places 1 — 20: 22,20,19,18,17,16,15,14,13,12,10,9,8,7,6,5,4,3,2,1

Relays using 10 lanes:

Places 1 — 10: 40,36,34,32,30,28,26,24,22,20

A trophy shall be awarded to the top scoring team. Trophies shall be given to

the top scoring male and female based upon the following:

First Place 5 points
Second Place 3 points
Third Place 2 points
Fourth Place 1 point

Individual World Record 2 points for each record broken

If there is a tie, the FINA Points Table shall be used and a decision made by the

Swimming Commission.

GR 9.8.2 Open Water Swimming
18, 16, 14, 12, 10, 8, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1 points

fFH 10 ZKHKiER - A
#% 1- 20: 22,20,19,18,17,16,15,14,13,12,10,9,8,7,6,5,4,3,2,1 4+

il 10 SRKIER -1 77
4% 1-10: 40,36,34,32,30,28,26,24,22,20 41
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A special FINA Team Trophy will be given based upon the points achieved

under this rule on the individual events.

GR 9.8.3 Diving
Individual diving events:

18-16-14-12-10-8-6-5-4-3-2-1 points

Synchronised diving events (8 finalists):

27-24-21-18-15-12-9-7,5 points

Synchronised diving events (12 finalists):

27-24-21-18-15-12-9-7,5-6-4,5-3-1,5 points.

GR 9.8.4 Water Polo
No points. Rated 1st, 2nd, 3rd, etc.

GR 9.8.5 Synchronised Swimming
Solo, Technical Routine and Solo, Free Routine:

24, 22, 20, 18, 16, 14, 12, 10, 8, 6, 4, 2 points

Duet, Technical Routine and Duet, Free Routine:

36, 33, 30, 27, 24, 21, 18, 15, 12, 9, 6, 3 points

GR 9.8.3 Bk/K (&)

GR 9.8.4 kxR (B&)
B8, IR — 5 R =5k
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GR 9.8.5 fErRiFIK (H%)
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GR 10 JUNIOR WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS GR 10 - FH E bR FE

GR 10.1 7 5 bR 2E, FINA K7L %7 BT FINA R, %5505 7 W GR10
GR 10.1 FINA may conduct Junior World Championships in each discipline in PR R

accordance with FINA Rules and in particular the Rules set forth in this Rule GR

10.

GR 10.2 The Junior World Championships shall be conducted in accordance GR 10.2 72544 bt H AR L1 FINA 17 2% S oAt e

with a calendar schedule approved by the FINA Bureau.

GR 10.3 H I N 14 B FINA 6 770000 1 B e 3T 2446
GR 10.3 Junior World Championships shall be conducted with doping control in TR PR SR FOS G A2 I 25

accordance with FINA Doping Control rules.

GR 10.4 At all Junior World Championships, the Management Committee shall &g 10.4 ST AR A bR 2L A S L2 F S IR TS L2 R
be the members of the appropriate Technical Committee present at the Event, FINA $01TZ A SREGH R, 0 BT BRE 22

A, FAEH

=n

with the Bureau Liaison as Chairman who shall have a casting vote, if

necessary.



GR 10.5 Judging selections shall be determined by the appropriate Technical GR 10.5 £ -2k VR 7t AL (03 R B 2 vhsg, 4% FINA ST R 2 .
Committee, subject to approval by the Bureau or the Executive.

GR 10.6 The ages for juniors shall be as set forth in the Rules of each discipline  GR 10.6 354455 22 (1 4R 14 BR 4 2 FR 4 T 2 1 300
(DAG 2, DAG 3 and DAG 4; WPAG 2; and SSAG 2.2).






